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SUBJECT: CAMEROON AND THE MTN 

REE: A. STATE 89948; B. YAOUNDE 1953 

1. MAY 2, EMBOFE PAID CALL ON VINCENT OWONA, DEPTY DIRECTOR OF 
EUROPEAN, AMERICAN AND OCEANIC AEFAIRS AT MFA TO DISCUSS MTN. EMBOFF 
CONVEYED CONTENTS REETEL A AND INFORMED OWONA OF UNITED STATES 
INDICATIVE LST OF TRADE INTERESTS IN CAMEROON, I.E. LIB REALIZATION 

OF DISCRETIONARY LICENSING FOR, AND REMOVAL OF 5 PERCENT QUOTE 
DROIT D'ENTRE UNQUOTE. ON, AGRICULTURAL WHEELED TRACTORS (UDEAC 
CODE 870131). OWONA PROMISED TO RAISE SUBJECT OF BOTH THESE 
NON-TARIFF BARRIERS WITH RELEVANT MINISTRIES. 

2. OWONA TOOK OPPORTUNITY OF VISIT TO INFORM EMBOFF THAT GURC 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE U.S.G. LOWER TARIFF ON SRAPPER TOBACCO AND 
FILLER TOBACCO MIXED WITH WRAPPER (TSUS 170.10 AND 170.20). 

OWONA SAID THAT CURRENT US TARIFF IS FCFA 227 PER HALF KILO WHILE 
EEC TARIFF IS FCFA 99 PER HALF KILO. (FCFA 232 - $1.00; IN TSUS 
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TARIFF IS GIVEN AS $.909 PER POUND). GURC WOULD LIKE U.S. 

TARIFF TO BE NO HIGHER THAN THAT OF EEC. 

3. EMBOFF PROMISED OWONA HE WOULD TRANSMIT GURC REQUEST TO BOTH 
WASHINGTON AND US DELEGATION MTN GENEVA BUT ALSO SUGGESTED 
THAT MFA INFORM GURC EMBASSY BONN (WHICH COVERS MTN) OF BOTH 
U.S. AND GURC TRADE INTERESTS AS DISCUSSED IN THIS MEETING. 
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OWONA AGREED TO DO SO AND ALSO STATED HE WOULD TRANSMIT GURC 
REQUEST TO EMBASSY VIA A DIP NOTE. 

4. COMMENT: CAMEROONIAN REQUEST FOR LOWER TARIFF ON TOBACCO 
IS A RESULT OF DEPTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

FRANK'S MEETINGS WITH GURC MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
FINANCE, ON MARCH 23 (REF B). DURING THESE MEETINGS 
MR. FRANK INFORMED THE MINISTERS THAT ACCORDING US STATISTICS 
CAMEROON WAS PRINCIPAL U.S. SUPPLIER OF WRAPPER TOBACCO WITHOUT 
STEMS AND FILLER TOBACCO MIXED WITH WRAPPER. IT IS WORTH NOTING 
AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, THAT CAMEROON STATISTICS SHOW EXPORTS 
OF ONLY ABOUT $76,000 OF QUOTE TOBACCO WASTES UNQUOTE (EDEAC 
CODE 240I2I) IN 1977. SINCE MAIN TOBACCO GROWING AREA STRADDLES 
BORDER, WE BELIEVE THAT THE REPORTED US IMPORTS MAY ORIGINATE 
IN CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE AND ARE TRANSSHIPPED THROUGH CAMEROON. 
MITHOEFER 
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